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TO THE PEOPLE OF THE UNITED STATES. 
(Concluded from page 89.) 
I MEDIATELY after Mr. Ogden’s interview with Mr. 
urr, a letter was written by a /eading federalist in this city, 
to an influential member of congress at Washington, giving a 
full and accurate detail of the negociation. The following let- 
ter, addressed to a gentleman in this city, and written at Wash- 
ington at the time, fully explains the one penned by the leading 
federalist jutt mentioned. 
eae LA Vashington, 29th Fanuary 1801. 
“ [tis not true that there is an inequality in the vote of South- 
ae a favorable to Mr. Jefferson ; and the union, I fear, will 
vave deep caitsc to Jamentit. “The prospects are far less bright 
and decifive than could be wished, which makes it more inter- 
efting that the real friends of Mr. Jeficrson’s election should be 
watchful againit the intrigues which are i train for the purpose 
of defeating it. 
“ The following information comes to me through different 
channels in which impticit confidence may be placed- 
_ “Mr. David A. Ogden of your city, when not long fince at 
Washington, was authorised by some leading men onthe fede 
ral fide in Conore ‘ss, to have aconference with Col. Burr for the 
purpose of ascertaining two things ; firtt, what would be the com 
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dud he would observe if elected by the means of the federalifts 
in respect to certain cardinal points of federal policy ? second, 
what co-operation and aid he could and would afford towards 
procur ing success to his own election, if the attempt should be 
made.” 

“ Mr. Ogden, having made a communication accordingly to 
Col. Burr, was answered by him in subftance, that as to the firit 
point it would not be proper or expedient to enter mto expla- 
nation—that the federalifts muft rely upon the fituation in which 
he would be placed if raised to the prefidency by their votes, in 
oppofition to the adverse party. ‘That as the second point, 
the federalifts might be assured that New-York and ‘Tennessee 
on a second ballot. would vote for him, and that probably, New- 
Jersey and one of the southern ftates might be mduced to do the 
same. 

“© In asubsequent conference, he referred to agentleman who 
he said would be entrufted to speak more particularly, and was 
to be his confidential friend at the seat of government. 

“The material points of this negociation, though not with all 
the particulars mentioned above, hav e been comm unicatel i nm 2 
letter froma high federal charaétcr in your city, andsone who has 
Jong had a predominant controui in his party, to an mfluential 
member of congress, 

“ This is the well known wish of the people, bartered to pro- 
mote individual intereft, and a man elevated to the great offe of 
ftate who has been raised into notice by the wellearned popular« 
ity of him he would st ipplant. 

‘* This comesto me ina shape which renders any communi- 
¢ation of it embarratling mm the extreme, and requires particular- 
ty that the name of the ne gociator should be a profound se- 
eret ; butit appeared to me essential that you should be apprised 
of it, the better to enable you to observe the future motions of 
the parties. 

“ Means ofa very prompt and imperative miure muft be 
adopted to counteract the scheme. You may remotely hint the 
poflibility of some overtures from the profligacy and desperation 
of the party. 

“ Your delegation should be urged from different quarters to 
remain firm, regardless ot temporary appearances or the opin- 
ions of waver ing or timid minds. The feceralitts discover a 
concert sbronighy indicative of some important object.” 

By adverting to the date it will be seen that the above letter 
Was written immediately after Mr. Ogden’s negociation -with 
Mr. Burrsand a letter had been received at W ashington from. 
leading federal character there, detailing tlhe terms of that 
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negociation. It will also be seen, that the letter is of a highly 
confidential naftre, and that confiderations of peculiar delicacy 
prevented its being made public to the w orld. Nothing but the 
importance of the subje@ and the bold and unblushing denial of 
the negociation by Mr. Burr, could have induced the p entleman 
who wrote it, to permit its publication.—Nor was the writer’s 
consent to give it any! obtained until a letter was written to 
him by a friend of ours for that purpose, and to whom the follow- 
ing 1s an answer : 
“ 5th O&ober, 1801. 

“ Dear Sir,” 

“ Twas absent on avifit and did notreturn “ull this morning 
lafter the mail had closed. I perceive the importance of the re- 
iquelt which is made of you, but I am under reftraints of peculiar 
delicacy,” 

“ Our intelligent friends would I think be satisfied with my 
permitting the subflance of my confidential communications té 
you to be made known. Vhe critical circumftances under which 
i gave it to you, have jugific ed me to myself—To give the exact 
termp of my letter, at involve me in very serious personal in- 
conveniences; but if you have reason to expeé collution between 
Burr and Ogden, and that engagements of secrecy have been 
made by others, you had then better authorise a literal publica- 
tion, and in case Ogden denies the faéts ftated therein, you are 
authorised from me, to give the name of as the hich 
fede ral character 1 alluded to, as the writer of a letter to W ash- 
ington, and on which mine was predicated. I made a memo- 
randum atthe time, J thought f had taken the date, but I well re- 

edt it was in January. If Ogden should prevaricate, and this 
become necessary, it would conform with my wishes that you 
fignily to my name.” 

“ Tam able fully to eftablish the fact. 1 can hardly think he 
will lend his weight Of 1 ‘puts ation to colintenance such extreme 
profiigacy.—But we ought to suppese nothing impofhble when 
we confider the flrong motives of party policy which may exift 
for disguifing the transaction.” 

‘The public will now be anxious to know the name of the “high 
federal charaQer” who wrote the letter from this city, to an influ- 
ential meinber of congress, detailing the negociation. The 
nameis flilla mytiery . Icis eminently due to the gentleman to 
whom the two above Ietiers were ade iressed, and who has kindly 
put copics of diem into our posseflion to say he las not commu- 
nicated to us the name of the * hich fede ral character” Yet we 
are in posseffion ofa variety of acts derived from a multiplicity 
of sources, which Pe nove than cnable us to conzecture, with con~ 
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fiderable accuracy, the name of the “high fedcral character ’ 

We therefore state tt as our decided opinion, and on which we 
think the public may with satety re'y, that General HamMILTON 
is that “high federal chara¢ter.” His connection with Mr. Og- 
den, the negociator, is known to be of the molt intimate and en- 
dearing kind. His knowledge of the negociation, will not there- 
fore be doubted. He is also known as having long held “ pre- 
dominant controul” in the federal party. The 2@ual influence of 
gen. Hamilton in that party corresponds precisely with the des- 
cription given in the two letters. Be tides, there are other cor- 
roborating circumftances which irre{iftivly impose u pon us the be- 
lief that gen. Hamilton is the “ high federal character” described, 

We will mention a poweriulone. During the {fitting of the sus 
preme court of this fiate at Albany, inthe winter of 1601, Totiah O. 

Hoffman, Esq, inyited in that city a party of gentlemen to dine. 

General Hamilton, Judge T roup, Judge Lb, Livingfton, and 
Judge Pendleton, all of the city of New-York were of the party, 

After dinner General Hamilton declared, openly, that Mr, 
Burr had intrigued with a federal gentleman to effec his cleéion 
to the prefidency. When spokento onthe boldness of ihe de- 
claration, General Hamilton added that he could prove it, Or it 
could be proved in a court of justice ! The negociation was there 
made no secret of ; Gencral Hamilton made the declaration aloud 
and without reserve. 

There are other facts in our per ssefion which authorise us ta 
ftate unequivocally, that General H: amilton i is the * high federal 
character” alluded to in the two letters. Ifthe is not, he will de- 
ny it publicly ; ; if he is he has too much honor and iniegrity to 
disavow an act of his own. 

If these facts ftand in need of corrohoration, there are cone 
curring circumftances in abyndance which ftrongiy indicate the 
exiftence of the plot. ae letter dated Washin: ston 29ih Jenv- 
ary, 1801, flates that Mr. Burr observed, i In re ply to the se cond 
propofition of the sei to wit, “w hat co-operation he 
could and would afford toward p rocuring suc cees to his election?” 
That “the federaliits might be assured that N New-York and Ten- 
nessee on a second ballot would vote for him, and that probably 
New-Jersey and one of the southern {lates nt be’ induced te 
do the same.”? Such was the answer of Mr. Burr to the second 
propofition of the nerociator. 

The negociation was commenced in the c tty of New-York 
about the 15th of January 1801. The lette eneral Hamil. 
ton to a leading federal member of congress fn t: 3 ing the nego- 
ciation, was written about the 20thof the sane gers That 
which give ’s the subitance of general Hamilton’s letter, ig dated 
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Washington January 29th 1801. The negociation was commons 
before January 20. On or about the 24th “of January Mr. Burr 
left this city for Albany to take his seat in the ftate asse mbly. 
The same day or the day after, Mr. William P. Van Ness, who 
was not a member of the legislature, followed Mr, Burr to Al- 
bany- On the arrival of Mr. Burr, enquiries were made of him 
touching the prefidential election, ‘To every queftion he answer- 
ed, with the utmoit confidence and cheerfulness, that Mr, Jeffers 
son would certainly be eleéted, and that no oppotition could or 
would be made in the house of representatives. He uniformly 
treated the idea of material opp jofition inthe house as extrava- 
gant and chimeyical. ‘Chis was precisely the condu@ of Mr, 
Burr at Albany. And yet he knew that he had negociated with 
Mr. Ogden to effeét his own cledtion to die prefidency, and that 
in consequence of that negociation every cflort within ‘the com- 
pass of the federal party would be e: scrted to accomplish it. 
This conduct of Mr. Burr at Albany, was such a3 every consum- 
mate and unprincipled intriguer w oul adopt. It was a matter 
of importance to him to prevent the transmiffion of letters from 
Albany to Washi ington ureing hrmness and perseverance in our 
representatives in iavor of Mr, Jefferson’s election; and Mr. 
Burr vainiv imagined his placid deportment calculated to com- 
pass that object by allaying reasonable fears and compofing alar- 
ming apprehe nfjons, ‘His intrigues werc, however, perceived 
by a few individuals at Albany, and his representations were 
therefore little heeded. 

Let us now view the conduct of his very confidential friend 
Mr. William P. Van Ness, of this city, who accompanied Mr. 
Burrto Albany. Those who have read the “ Narrative” will 
perceive that this is the same gentleman who negociated for Mr. 
Burr the suppreflion of the h sitlory ofthe adminif{iration of Mr, 
John Adams. 

While Mr. Burr was openiy declaring at Albany that there 
was 10 foundation for apprehen sfion concerning the’ ele¢tion of 
Nir. jefferson, his private and confidential iriend, Mr, William 
P. Van Ness, observed in secre/, a conduct the very reverse. 
Mr. P. Van Ness was unremitting} employed in furthering the 
negociation of Mr. Burr and Mr. Ogden. While at Albany, 
he wrote a letter to our representative, Mr. Edward Livingfton, 
then at Washington, 1 representing, ic as the sense of the republic 
ens of this state ; that after the first or second vote in the house 
Mr. Feper son should be given up / ! this corresponds with Mr. 
Burr's s reply to the second pro; otition of Mr. O; gden, the negos 
ciator, namely, that “on asecond bailot, New-York would vote 
for him)” We cto not gssert that Mr. Van Ness wrote the lettey 
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to Mr, Livingfton on vague report j it is flated as an unaeniable 

uct, one which, if not WUC, Is C85} ‘ of refutation, ‘The names 
of Mr. Van Ness the writer, and of Mr. Livingfton | the réceiver 
of the letter, are mentioned ; both of whom live in this city 

Mr. Burr also replied to the secon propofition of Mr, Og- 
den, that “on asecond ballot, New-Jersey might be seduc ed 
to vote for him.” What covert measures Mr, Burr took to en- 
deavor to effe& this, is not known ; but thisis certain, that Mr. 
Van Ness wrote a letter to an influential republican who refidcs 
at Roughkecpfic, urging him in {trong terms to procure letters 
from N. Jersey, adviting the I, ferscy republican members i in cone 
gress to drop Mr, Jefferson on the second ballot in the house ! 

Such were the proceedings of Mr. Burr and his confidential 
friend, Mr. Van Ness at Albany, proceedings which exadly ace 
cord with the terms of the negociation coucluded between Mir, 
Burr and Mr Ggden, 

Nor were the coniidential fricnds of Mr. Burr filent or inace 
- inthiscity. Mir. Mathew L. Mavis, one of the dcpomtarics 

f the secret. 3 of Mr. Burr,and cn this account only des erving 
of nowce, ran about from repr ublican ta republicag during the 
balloting in the house, declaring that the republicans ia congress 
acied very Improperly in not giving up Mr, Jefferson, averrng 
that they ‘mutt eventually abandon him, that persevering in oppo- 
fition would injure the feelings of Mr, Burr and that 2a one 
could foresee the consequences of such ftubborn conduct ui Mr, 
Burr in uld at length be eleGed ! It is prol yable that Mr. Davis 
at that time was apprised of the negociation between Mr, Burr 

and Mr. Ogden. 

Our wonder at the ‘per tinecity of the federalifts in the house of 
Representatives will ine nee! forward cease. The cause of it may 
now beciearly perceived, ‘i hut oppolition to Mr. Jefferson in 
in the house which alarmed the country and brought it to the 
brink of civil war, was Sounded on the revocation concluded bes 
tween Mr. Burr and Mr. Gpden. Live and thirty tines was the 
tranquility of ihe couniry cidungered to elevate an iniriguer to 
office contr ary to the known will of a majority of the people. Ame-~ 
ricans ! You have infinite cause to be ‘thankful that the plot is 
discovered, | 

‘The federalitts in the house of Representatives relied on the 
declaration of Mr, Burr zo Mr. Ogden, that “ on the second bal- 
lot New-York and New-fersev woul { vote forhim.” Hence at 
every ballot they flocked ‘round the ballot boxes of these two 
ftates, anc with exireme solic:tude pion ed how the votes ftood ? 
‘Vhey were particularly attentive to the ballot box of New-York, 
For it was very reasonably supposed that if the ifate of New- 
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York gave way, others would follow the example. On the se- 
cond ballot, howev er that {tate as well as New-Jersev, was found 
Saithful. Still were the federalifts m hopes, placing much confi< 
“dence in the promises and machinations of Mr. Burr. Finding 
that they were twice disappomted, they yet persevered, deeming: 
it probable that the republican represeniatives, on whose infidel- 
ity Mr. Burr had made his calcujations intended only to exhibit 
a shew of firmness previous to an unqualified surrender. In this 
vain hope (but one though by the bye, not entirely without foun- 
dation) they continued to vote until it was found from whatever 
cause, that no impreflion could be made on those repudli- 
can members on whose unfaithfulness Mr. Burr had predicated 
alt his expectations, and entered into the negociation. ‘The 
conteft was then, and not till then, abandoned by the federalifts. 
We come now to notice the propolitions submitted by Mr. 
Ogden to Mr. Bur and his answers thereiso. On the corredtness 
of these propofitions and answers the public may implicitly rely g 
and should they be contradidted, cither by general Hainfton, 
whom we say is the writer of the te tter from this city to a leading 
member of congress at Washington, or by Mir. Ogden, the nego- 
ciator the reader will perceive that the gentiemai, who has done 
the country so much service as to communicate those provo- 
fitions and answers f{tands pledged virtually to“ prove the facts.°* 
We are convinced however that neither the one nor the other can 
or will be done. 

The firft propofition of Mr. Ogden to Mr. Eurr is this: 
* What would be the conduct he would cbscrve, if ele@ed by the 
means of the federalifts in respect to certain cardinal points of 
federal policy ?”? ‘Yo which Mir. Burr made The foliowi ing’ re= 
ply: “ As to the firft point it would not be proper or expedient 
to enter into explanation——that the federalifts mult rely upon the 
fituation in which he wouid be placed if raised to tie pretidency 
by their votes in oppofition to the adverse party.’ 

This answer is as fuil and satisiactory, for a a interview, 
as could petlibly have been expected. Mr, Burr, aware of his 
pecultar situation, says——but in such a manner as not in the’ leait 
to indicate a repulse—that i it would “not be proper to enter ine 
to explanations.” —That is to say, into minute details ; and that 
such ‘ explanation,” or minutene ss, would not be ‘* expedient” 
for two re: aSOns, fir{t, because of the delicacy of his fituation, and 
second, that so far as it was proper to satisfy the federalifts as 
to ‘* certain cardinal points of federal palic y * gencral remarks im 
that siage of the negociation would be suficiente He then makes 
these general remarks S, and says “the federalifts muft rely upon 
the {ituation in which he sheuld-be placed if raised to the pref 
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dency in oppofition to the adverfe party.””—Here Mr. Burr ts 
too explicit to be misunderiiood. If raised to the prefidency 

y the federalifts, he should owe his clection to them, and 
consequently that the cardinal points of his adminiftration should 
accord with fede ‘al policy. ‘This is a plain and tair interpretation 
of Mr. Burr’s reply to his firtt propotition, which is ftronger 
and concedes more to Mr. Ogden than could well have been ex- 
pected on a firit interview. 

But a second conference washad with Mi. Ogden in which 
Mr. Burr “ reterred to a genticman who he said would be in< 
trufted to speak more par’ ticul: uly, and who was to be his confi- 
dential friend at the seat of government. “ This confidential 
Jriend was intr usted” bv Mr. Burr to coupleie the details of the 
general principles of the negociation to eats Mr. burr had pres 
viously and fuily assented= i 

Mr. Burr’s reply to the see ond prepoftiion of Mir, Ogden 
clearly elucidates the me aning—~ ifanv elucidation be necessary 
—of his answer to the firit, ‘Vhe firft propotition is in these 
termse “ What co-operation and aid he (Mr. Burr) could and 
would afford tow ards procuring success to his own eleétion if 
the attempt should be made? To which Mr. Burr replied 
* the federalifts might be assured that New-York and Tennessee 
on a second baitiot would voice for him, and that probably New- 
Jersey and one of the southern {tates might be induced.to do the 
same.” In this reply is contained not only his assentto be held 
ip by the feder alitts in oppolition to Mir. Jefferson, but a pofitive 
i.ssertion, alike consoling to himsell and to the federal negociator 
that, ‘ona second baliot, New-York anc Fennessee would vote 
for himself, and probably New-Jersev and a southern ftate might 
be induced to do the same.”” What is thts but entering fiddly 
into the views of the icderal negociator, Mr. Ogden, and holding 
eut to him the moit alluring temptations to oppose the ele@ion 
of Mr. Jefferson, and promifing him indeed, in the event, the 
completeft success £ Nav, does not Mr. Burrs reply impart that 
he meant to use the molt refined arts of seduction to effeét his 
purposes? Hesays “that probably New-Jersey and a southern 
flate might be induced to do the saine. ” The word “induced” 
18 uncommonly pertment ; has a peculiar fignification, when ut- 
tered by aman negoctating widian antagonnt to betray his cause ! 
How were the two ftaies to be induced to vote for Mr. Burr? 
Certainly not by the conftituents of those representatives who 
were believed to be ardent for the ele@ion of Mr. Jefferson 
For we witnessed anenthufiasm among the republicans at that 
period ready to unsheath the sword, in case oi “neceflity , nm favor 
@i hiselection. No, the inducement was to be of that peculiar 
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kind which belongs exclufively to Mr. Burr ; it was to’ employ 

! andue means to allure the representatives of the pina’ from a 

discharge of their duty. 

But how came Mr. Burr to be so ceriain that New- York 
would, on a second ballot, vote for himself? Had this {taté'mani- 
fetted a preference tor Mr. Burr? Certainty no. The ftate of 
| New-York would have been among the lait in the union to have 

made choice of Mr. Burr inpreferenge to Mr. Jefferson. And 
so conscious was Mr. Burrhimself of the predilection of this 
ftate for Mi. Jefferson, that the refiftless current of public opin- 
ion compelled him to manifett an assumed exterior, indicative of 
affe@ionto Mr. Jefferson, atthe very moment he was sécretly 
| negociati ng with Mr. Ogden to supplanthim. But we are tread- 
incon delicate ground. We draw the curtain over a transaction 

: on which we cannot dwell with safety, not te Mr. Burr, but to 

others. 

How then ftands the account ? Firft that Mr. Burr negociated, 
s ttated in the “ View of his political qondu@” with a federal 


| 
He entleman to effect his clection for the pretidency. 2d that Mr. 
| David A. Ogden of this city was the negociator- Ht it be said 
that because Mr. Oeden has not c eriified this himself it ‘will not 
‘ be believed ; we answer thatit cannot be expected that he would 
. 980 for two reasons, firlt, because his own connection with Mr. 
1 Bue r inthe novel transa¢tion would necessarily forbid it ; second, 
. fince his doing so would atonee heal that divilion from which 
r the federalitts expect to profit. But it is nevertheless as true 
" that Mr. Ogden did ie egociate with Mr, Burr, as if he had made 
t an afiidavit of the negociation ; andshould Mr. David A. Og- 
y den pudii cly deny it, a thing by no means expected, his denial 
" Shall de disaraved by te stimony that will jilence even calumny it- 
= selt, and !msose conviction on the moit incredulous and incorri 
- gible aig 
+t Third, Os vden went from this city to Washington to con- 
i sult wih be Tes aders ofthe federal party, at the seat “of sovern- 
- ment on tne 247th of December. 1800.—-Mr. Burr and himse If 
9 rode toveuier in ine mail. Mr. Ogden was authorised at Wash- 
-_ 4 Iperton to nepoci: ats swith Afy. Sure che terms on which the fede- 
7 cai parey propased to elect himto the prefidency.—Mr. Ozden 
.? returned wita a at expediitoa. About the 15th ef January 
we i Sul, Vir. Ogden comaleted his negociation with Mr. Burr. 
~. The connection between Mr. Ogden and general Hamilton is 
al so wellknown im this city, as to marten the assertion that the one 
on vould nardiv be possessed ot a political secret without commu- 
at ) nicating tha: sceretto the other. It willbe believed, as highly 
probanle, that Vir. Ogden informed wencral Ha:atton of the ne- 
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gociation. About the 20th of January we say that general Hane 


alton wrote the letter on which the one herein imserted is predi- 


cated, and which is dated “ Washington, January 29th, 1801.”— 
This letter, which we ascribe to general Hamilton, details the 
negociation, the propofitions submitted to, and the answers of 
Mr. Burr. If general Hamilton is not the writer of that letter, 
if he isnot that “high federal charaéter” who has long had “ pre- 
dominant controul” in the federal party, he will of course deny 
ite But we are persuaded he cannot. If however, he should, 
a thing not anticipated, disavow having written a letter of this 
nature, then will the writer’s name be devulged by the gentle- 
man who communicated the letter from Washington, giving an 
account of the negociation, and that negociation be as complete- 
ly brought home to Mr. Ogden as if the letter which we ascribe 
to general Hamilton weve written by him, 

Fourth. It appears that Mr. Burr, on the firft interview with 
Mr. Ogden, entered fully and cordially into his views, and as- 
sented to his propofitions : and that accordingly, while he him- 
self affeéted to disguise his own projects at Albany, his confiden- 
tial friend Mir. Van Ness was writing letters, requefting one of 
our representatives, as the sense of the republicans of this state, te 
drop Mir. Jefferson, and vote for Mr. Burr; and that this con- 
xlu& on the part of Mr. Van Ness corresponds with the terms of 
Burr’s negociation with Mr. Ogden. 

Such is the ftate of this deep laid plot, such the agents whe 
have been adlive init ; and happy indeed is it for the country 
that it is at length brought to light. 

We have much more to say: we have a very powerful corps 
de reserve of teftimony. But as the evening grows late, and the 
developement muft appear according to promise, we close for 
the present with inviting, in the late language of Mr. Burr “an 
UNION OF ALL HONEST MEN” to save the country. 

DENNISTON & CHEETHAM. 

New-York. 


A 


A SUMMARY, 
Of the Poriricat Prixcipies of JOHN ADAMS, late Pre- 
sident of the United States, illustrated and proved by extracts 
from his writings on Government. 
(Concluded from page 108.) 

_ A N equal mixtxre of monarchy, aristocracy and democracy, 
is the only free government, which has been able te 
manage the greatefl heroes and ftatesmen, the greateft individu- 
als and families, or combination of them, so as to keep them al- 

ways in cbhedience tothe laws.” 9% 376 
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| “ It is the true policy of the common people to place the whole 

fe executive power in one man, to make him @ distinct order in the 
\- | State, from whence arises an inevitable jealousy between him 


and the gentlemen ; this forces him to become a father and pr6- 
tector of the common people, and to endeavor always to humble 


of every proud aspiring Senator, er other officer in the State, rom 
r, is in danger @f acquirmg an influence too great for the law, 
> the spirit of the Conftitution.” 3+ 460.. 7 
y “ What greater refuge can a nation have, than ina council, ir 
d, . which the national maxims, and the spirit and genius of the 
is State, are preserved by a kving tradition ? What ftronger- mo- 
Co tive to, virtue, and to the preservation of liberty, can the human 
in mind perceive, next to those of rewards and punishments i In a 
en future fate, than the recolleion of a long line hf ancestors wie 
De have set within the walls of the Senate, and guided the councils, 
led the armies, commanded the fleets, and fought the battles of 
th the people, by which the nation has been suffained in its: infant 
is years, defended from dangers, and carried, through calamities, . 
n- to wealth , grand leur, prosperity and glory ! 2 3. 333. 
n-« “Ty this point we are perfeétly agreed, viz. that there can be 
of no coniiitutional liberty, no free ftate, no ‘right conftitution of the 
te commonwealth, where the people are excluded from the govern- 
yn. ment; where, indeed, the people have not az independent equal 
of hile, with the cther hia orders of the State, and an sbootute 
: controul over all laws aja grants of money.” 3. 361. 
ho “« Whenever the people have had any share in the executive, 
try er more than one third part of the legislative, bape have always 2- 
bused it, and rendered property insecure.” 3.391. | 
ps “¢ Andif the people are sufficiently aplinhtedied to see all the 
the angers that surfound them, they w Wl always be represented. by 
for a adietiact personage to manage the whole executive power ; & 
AN istinct Senate, to be the guardians of property againft lev cllers 
ra the purpose ef plunder, to be a repotitory of the national tra- 
| dition of public maxims, cuftoms and manners, and to be cons 
irolers in turn, both of sé/ags and their minifters on one fide, and 
the representatives of the people on the other, when either dis- 
cover a dispotiti on to do wrong ;—and a distince House of Re- 
ope. presentatives, to he the wuardians of the public purse, and to pro 
ie agi xe people in their warn againft both dings and nobles.” 
© 


“Phe king and Lord: ; are interefted to prevent any commoner 
from ! being too popular and powerful ; ;. the hing @ and commons are 
i A intereficd to keep any /erd from being toc popular and powerful ; 


Pong and the /erds and comm ow ate intereited to prevent the 4ins 
| . from being too popular and powerful, and they always have the: 
al. | 
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means. ‘There isnota itronger argument againft our, author’s 
( Nedham’s ) torm, nor in favor of the triple composi dion. .3. 380- 

“ The Americans have agreed with this writer (Nedham) in 
the sentiment, “‘ that it 1s but reason that the people siauld see that 
none be interested i in the supreme authority persons of therr 
own election, and such as must, in a short time, return again inte 
the same condition with themselves,’ ‘This hazardous experiment 
they have tried, and if eleGtions are “ald made, it may answer 


very well ; butii parties, factions, drunkenness, bribes, armies 


and delirium, come in, as thev always ave done sooner or later, 

to embroil and decide every thing, the people muft again have 
recourse to conventions, an idfinda remedy. Neither philoso- 
phy nor policy has yet discovered any other cure, than by pro- 
longing the duration of the firft magiftrate and senators. ‘Lhe 
evil may be lessened and pottponed, by elections ior longer pe- 


riods of years, ic hey become for life; and ifthis is not found 
ces 


-an adequate reme , there will rem: aim no other but to make 


them hereditary. “The delicacy or the dread of unpopularity, 
that should in .duce any man to conceal this important truth from 
the full view and contemplation of the peopic, would be a weak- 
ness, ifnotavice.” 8. 296. 

“It should always be remembered, that this is noi the firlt ex- 
periment that was ever mz tke | in the world of clechions to great 
offices of late ; how they have hitherto operated in every great 

nation, and what has been their end is very weil me wn, Tlan- 
hind have universally Glecoverce that chance was preie erable te 
a corrupt choice, and have trutted providence ri vag than’ them- 
selves. Firlt magiftrates anc Bad shad better be made he- 
reditary at once, than that the P copie shoud be universal 
bauched and bribed. go to logrerheads and fly to arms i galarly 
every year. Pio Heaven ! Americans underftand calling 
conventions ; and if the time should! come, as it is very polite 
it may when hereditarzy de scent siall become a less coil ae aru 
al fraud and violence, such a convention may y ‘ei prevent ihe 
Arft magiftrate trom becoining absolute as well as hereditary.” 
S- 282 

“ No appol intment of a king or senate, or anv fanding power, 
can be, ia the nature of things, for a longer period than quai 
dieu se bene gesserct (during goad behavior ) the whole nation 
being judge. An appoinime ut fer life, or perpetuity, can 
more than an appointment unt! further order ; but | 
der can only be given by the nation ; and unti “th * nation sh: all 
have given the order, an anestate for life, or in fee, is held ik 
efice.”’ 3. 387. 
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JOHN ADAMS. f 1838 } 

“© This violent declamation, howeyer does not remove * the dane 
ger of venality, faction, sedition, and civil war, in the choice at 
governors at 1d senators, principles more besich and irrational, 
more fit to be hissed out of the world, than hereditary kings 
and senaiors—evils, inaced, tf you will, but the least of the iwo. ‘» 
3. 371. 

Many other passages, of fimilar import, might be added, if nee 
cessary. But those recited are submitted to the reader, as abun- 
dantly sufficient to prove the principles of Mr. Adams to be such, 
as they are summarily fated in the introduétion. 

These principles were published, in three volumes, before 
their author was elected Vice-Pretident, They were well known 
to the leaders of both political parties, and indeed formed the 
ground of support and oppofition to his election to that, the 
more important office of Prefident of the United Siatese The 

‘principal measures of his adminiftration also syftematically ten- 
ded to the same result, so far as the exifting conftitution and the 
times permitied. Yet a a great proportion of the people, especial. 
ly in New-England, do not even now underftand his real and 
avowed j principles of government. “thet causes have contri- 
buted to this misunderftanding. His personal pop Vy, par- 
ticularly in Mass: achusetts and the neighboring Siates, acquired 
by early patriotism, revo! wig services and foreign negecias 
tions, predisposed us to put the moit favorable conttrution on 
every thing said or written or done by him. His book 1s scarce 
and not much perused by commonreaders. Its titleis “ A De- 
fence of the American Conftitutions,” altho’ it ought in juftice 
to be entitled a labored recommendation of the English go 
ment. The syitem recommended in it is calied a Rep Wil. 
The influential / ederalicts, by party means, have veiled the real 
tendency and object of that syftem, and the correspond ding mea- 
sures of his admini tration, tinder the once fascinating name of 
federalism. “Inthe mean time the pub lic attention has been dis- 
tracted and bewildered by our toreign relations. Under all 
these impofing circumftances, his hottility to the democratic 
principle cf the Executive and Senatorial branches of our govern- 
ment, and his settled preference of monarchic and aristocratic 
powers and balances, have been, and ftill are unscen and disbe- 
lieved by many real Rebuhlicans, who by co-operating with the 
Federalists in supportof him and his adminiftration, have unin- 
tentionally sup ported a system, which their souls abhor. Suck 
men have in ia&t miltaken their party, and, when once convinced 
of the miftake, willif hone!t, reunite with the supporters of Re- 
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undertake a Revolution, and for which our heroes bravely fought. 
and bled. 

The senfibility of the public | kas been lately excited, on this. 
subjed by the publication of the following interefling corres pon= 
dence between the late Preficent Apams, and his ancient friend, 
the venerable SamugeL Apaws, late Governor of M: wsachusetts, 
the father of the American Revolution and the uniform and 
eonfiftent advocate of Republican principles, infiitutions and gov- 
ernment. 


ere te 





LETTER I. 
New Tork, September 12, 17905. 

BDrar Sir, 

PON my return from Philadelphia, to which beloved city 
’ I have been, for the purpose of getting an house to put nr 
bead 7 in next winter, I had the pleasure of recciving your favor 
of the second of this month. The fight of our old. Liberty 
Hall, and of several of our old fric ads, had brought-yeur vene: 
rable idea to my mind, and continued it there a creat part of the 
laft week ; so that a letter from you, on my arrival, seemed but 
in continuation. IT am much obliced to the “ confidential 
friend,” for writing the short letter you dictated, and shall beg 
a continuance of fimilar good offices. 

Captain Nathaniel Byfield Lyde, whom I know very well, has 
my hearty good wishes. I shall give your letter and his to the 
Secretary of the Treasury, the duty of whose department it is, 
to receive and examine all applications of the kind. Applica-. 
tions will probably be made in belfalf of the officers wha served 
the laft war, in the navy, and they wrill be likely to have the pref- 
erence to all others: but captain Ly de’s application shall never- 
theless be presented, and have a fair chance. 

My family, as well as myself, are, I thank Gop, in. gcod 
health, and as good spirits as the prospeat of a troublesome re- 
moval ‘will admit. Mirs. Adams defires her particular regards. 
to your lady and yourself, 

What, my old fy iend, | is this world about to become ? Is the 
millennium, COMMENCING : ? are the kingdoms of it, about to be. 
governed by reason? your Boffon town-mectings, and our Ha. 
vard College, have set the universe in motion. Every thing 
will be pulled down. So much seems certain. But what will 
be built up? Are there any principles of political archite@ure 
What are they : > Were Voltaire co Rosseau maliers of them? 
Are their? eles acmuuinted with them ? Locke taughi. dem, 
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JOHN ADAMS. { 135 } 


principles of ‘liberty : but I doubt whether they have not yet to 
learn the principles of government. Will the ftruggle in Eu- 
rope, be any thing more than a change of intpoftors and impo- 


faitions ? 


With great efteem and fincere affe&ion, 
Lam, my dear Sir, 
your triend and servant, | 
JOHN ADAMS. 
His Honour Samuri Anpams, Esq. 
Lieut. Governor of Massachusetts. 
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LETTER II. 
Boston, October 4, 1790, 

DEAR Sik, 

W ITH pleasure i received your letter of September 12th: 
And as our good friend, to whom I diétated my laft, is 
vet in town, i have requetted of hima second favour. 

You ask, what the world is about to become? and, 18 the mil- 
lennium commencing ? JT have not fludied the propheties, and 
cannot even conjecture. The golden age, so finely pictured by 
pocis, I believe has never yet exifted, but in their own imagina- 
tions, In the earlicft periods, when, for the honor of human 
nature, one fhould have thought man had not learnt to be cruel, 
what scenes of horror have been exhibited in families of some 
of the beft inftruGors in piety and morals! Even the heart of 
our firft father was gricvously wounded at the fight of the mur- 
der of one of his sons, perpetrated by the hand of the other.— 
Has mankind fince seen the happy age? No, my friend. The 
same tragedies have been ated on the theatre of the world, the 
same arts of tormenting have been ftudied and prattised to this 
day ; andeven religion and reason united, have never sccceeded 
to eftablish the permanent foundations of political freedom and 
happiness, in the moft enlightened countries onthe earth. After 
a compliment to Bofton town-meetings, and our Harvard Cols 
lege, as having “set the universe in motion,” youtell me, Every 
thing willbe pulled down. I think with you, “ So much seems 
ceriain.” But what, say you, will be built up? Hay, wood, ane 
ftubble, may probably be the materials, till men shail be yet more 
enlightedand mere ftricndi, to each other. ‘Are there any 
principles of politic achitecture ?” Undoubtedly. ‘ What are 
they ?”? Philosophers, aucient and modern, have laid down difs 
ferent plans, and ail have thought tnemselves maiters of the true 
princivles. ‘heir disciples have foliewed them, probably witle 
2 bhad prejudice, which ts always au oncmy to truth, and have 
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‘thereby added fresh fuel to the fire of contention, and increaséd 


the political disorder. 

Kings have been deposed by aspiring nobles, whose pride could 
not brook reftraint. ‘These have waged everlafting war, againft 
the common rights of men. The love of liberty is interwoven 
in the soul ofman, and can never be totally extinguished, and 
there are certain periods when human patience can no longer en- 
dure indignity and opprefiion. "The spark of iiberty then kindles 
into ig when the injured people, attentive to the feelings of 
their judi rights, magnanimously contend for their complete res- 
toration. Bui such conteils have too often ended in nothing 
more than “a change of impoftors and impcfitions.”? ‘The pate 

sots-of Home put a an end to the lite of Cesar, and Rome sub- 
mitted to a race of tyrants in his tlead. Were the people ot 
Enciand free, after they had obliged king John to concede to 
them their ancient rights and Eber ties, and promised to govern 
them according to the old law of the land? Were they free after 
they had wantonly deposed ther Henrys, Edwards, and Rich- 
ards, to gratify family pride? Or after they had brought their 
firtt Chat Log to the block, and banished his family ? T hey were 
not. The nation was then governed by King, Lords and Com- 
mons ; and its hberties were loft by a Crife among three pow- 
ers, soberly mtended to check each other, and keep the scales 
even. 

But while we daily see the violence of the human paffions con- 
troling the laws of reason and religion, and itifling the very feel- 
ings of humanity, can we wonder that in such tumults, little or no 
reyard-is had to political checks aud ballances? And such tu- 

miults have always hanpened within as well as without doors. 
The beft formed conttitutions that have yet been contrived by 
the wit of man, have and will come to an end; ecause “ the 

cingcoms of the earth have not been governed by reason.” ‘Lhe 
pride of kings, ofnobles, and leaders of the people, who have all 
governed im theit turns, have disadjulted the delicate frame and 
thrown allinto contulion. 

What then is'to be done? Let divines and philosophers, 
ftatesmen and patriots, unite their endeavors to renovate the age, 
by impretling the mincs of men with the importance of educa- 
ting their “tle boysand girls—of inculcating in the minds of 
youth, the fear and love oi the Deity, and imivers sal ag aroabe 


PYs and in subordination to these great pri RESPIES, the love of 


their country——of initructing them in the art of se H-government, 
without which the y never can act 2 Wise part in’ the gover nmént 

of societies, great or smail—in snc re of leading them inthe fludy 

and pradice of the exa:ted virtues @! the chrittian syftem, whic 
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i hapelly tend to subdue the turbulent paffions of men, and 
eee the at golden age, beautituliy described in figurative 
language—when the woirshall dweil with the lam), and the 
leopard a lie down with the kid—the cow and the bear shall feed ; 
their youny ones shail lie dewa together, and the lion shall eat 
ftraw lke the ox—none shall then hurt or deitroy, for the earth 
shill be haul of iii knowlec ge ofthe Lord. When this millen- 
nium snail commence-—if there shall be any need of civil gov- 
croment, indulge me in the faacy that it will be in the Republican 


form, or somctaing better. 


J ihank you tor your countenance to our friend Lyde. Mrs. 
Adams telis me to pe ember her to yourseli, lady, and connec+ 
tions, and be assured, that I am, fincerely, your friend, 


SAMUEL ADAMS. 


Zhe Vicx-PrestDext of the United States. 





LETTER III. 
New-York, October 18, 179@. 
Dear Sire, 
Y AM thankiul to our common friend, as well as to you, for 

your favour of the 4th, which [received lat night. My fears 
are in unison with yours, that | hay, wood and {tubbie will be the 
materials of the new polit ical buulcings in Kurope, till men shall 
be more enlightened and friendly to each other. 

You agree that there are undoubtedly principles of political 
arcniteclure : bit, inftead oi part claritin any ot them, you 
seem to place ail your hopes | i universal, or at leaft more’ 
general, prevalence’ ¢ 7 cnowiedge aad henna, { think 
with you, that knowledge ana benevolence ought to be promo- 
ted as muchar ‘atible : but, des pairing of ever sceing them suf. 
ficiently general ior the security of society, Lam for seeking in- 
{litutions which may sup; hy, ‘ some degree the defect. Ifthere 
Were 29 ipnorance, error, or Vice, there would be neither princi- 
pies nor syilems of civil or politica! government, 
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this he seems wel! founded, chat ai projects of vovernment, foum- 
ded, in the s uppotiion or expeclation of extraordimary de sprees 
of virive, are evid ently hbeacxical, Nor do I beheve it baeent 


humanly speaking, that mon should ever be greatly improved i 

k; en ial sac ae Ml Masia cicae, Mies 1 a 
now viedge Or Denes oleuce, without afiitance trom the priacip.es 

and sv ees of government. 

[am very willing to agree with you in fancying, that in the 
‘eatest Improvement of society, poverninent will be in the 
publican forms. ftisa fixed principle with me that ail good 

government isand mult be repudlican., dnt, at the same time, 
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your candor will agree with me, that there is not, in lexicogra- 
phy, a more fraudulent word. Whenever I use the word re- 
public, with approbation, [ mean a government, in which the 
eople have collectively, or by representation, an essential share 
in the sovereignty. The republican forms of Poland and Ven- 
ice are much worse, and those of Holiand and Bern very little 
better, than the monarchical form in France before the late re- 
volution. By the republican form I know you do not mean the 
plan of Milton, Nedham or Turgot : for, after a fair trial of its. 
miseries, the timple monarchical form will ever be, as it has ev- 
er been, preferred to it by mankind. Are we not, my friend, 
in danger of rendering the word repub/ican, unpopular in this 
country by an indiscreet, indeterminate and equivocal use of it? 
The people of England have been obliged to wean themselves 
from the use of it, by making it unpopular and unfashionable, 
because they found i it was artiully used by some, and fimply un- 
deriftood by others, to mean the government of their interregnuma 
Parliament. They found they could not wean themselves from 
that deftrutive form of government so entirely, as that a mis- 
chievous party would not dill remain in faver of it, by any other 
means than by making the words republic and rep ubliean unpop- 
ular. They have succeeded to sucha degree, that, with a vaft 
majority of that nation, a republican is as unamiable as a witch, a 
blasphemer, a rebel, or a tyrant. Ii, in this country, the word 
repniblic should be generally unc lerftood, as it is by some, to mean 
& form of government inconfiitent with a mixture of three pow- 
ers, forming a mutual balance, we may depend upon it that such 
mischievous effeéts will be produced by the use of it as will 
compel the people of America to renounce, deteft and execrate 
it,as the Englishdo. With these explanations, reftrictions and 
limitations, Lagree with youin your love of republican govern- 
ments, but in no other sense. 
With you [ have also the honor moft perfectly to harmonise, 


in your sentiments of the humanity and wisdom of promo- - 


ting education in kaow edge, virtue and benevolence. But 
I think that these will confitm mankind in the opinion of the 
neceflity of preserving and {trengthening the dykes againft the 
Ocean, its tides and ftorms- Human appetites, paflions, prejudi- 
tes and self love will never be conquered by benevolence and 
knowledge alone, introduced by human means. The millenium 
itself neither supposes nor implies it. All civil government is 
then to cease, and the Meffiah is to reign : That happy and ho- 
ly {tate is therefore wholly out of this quettion. You and I 
agree in the utility of universal education: but will nations agree 


in it, as fully and extentively as we do? And be at the expense 
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of it? We know, with as much certainty as attends any human 
knowledge, that they will not. We cannot, therefore, advise 
the people to depend for their safety, liberty, and security, upon 
hopes and bleflings, which we know wii not fall to their lot. If 
we do our duty then to the people, we shall not deceive them, 
but advise them to depend upon what is in their power,and wilk 
relieve them. 

Philosophers, ancient and modern, do not appear to me to 
have fi udied nature, the whole of nature, and nothing but naturee 
Lycurgu’s principle was war and family pride ; Solon’s was what 
the people would bear, &c. ‘The belt writings of antiquity upon 
government, those, | mean, of Ariltottle, Zeno and Cicero, are 
loft. We have human nature, society and universal hittor y ta 
observe and ftudy, and from these we may draw all the real prin- 
ciples which ought to be re garded. Disciples will follow their 
matters, and interetted partizans their chieicains, let us like it or 
not—we cannot help it. Butif the true principles can be dis- 
covered, and fairly, fully and impartially laid before the people, 
the more light increases, the more the reason of them will be 
seen, and the more disciples they will have. Prejudice, paflion. 
and private intereit, which will always mingle in humani inquiries, 
one would think mi ight be enlitted on the tide of truth, at leaft in 
the greateft number, for certainly the majority are interefted in: 
the truth if they couldsee to the end of all its consequences. 
“‘ Kings have been deposed by aspiring nobles.” ‘True, and nee 
ver by any other. ‘ ‘These’? (the nobles, I suppose) “ have wae 
ged everlafting war againii the common rights of men.” True,. 
when they have been possessed of the summa imperii in one bo- 
dy, without a check ! So have the plebeians—so have the people, 
SO hav e kings—so has human nature in every shape and combi- 
nation, and so it ever will. But, on the other hand, the nobles 
have been essential parties in the preservation of liberty, whenee 
ver and wherever it hasexitted. In Europe, they alone have 
preserved it againitt kings and people, wherever it has been pre-- 
served: or at leatt with very littie allittance from the people. 
One hedious despotism, as horrid as that of Tur key, would have 
been the lot of every nation of Europe, if the nobles had not made 
ftands. By nobles, I mean not peculiarly an hereditary nobility, 
or any particular ‘modification, but the natural and aétual ariftoce 
racy among mankind. The exitience of this you will not deny. 
You and I have seen four noble familes rise up in Bofton; the 
Crarrs, Gores, Dawes, and Austins.—These are as real- 
ly a nobility in our town, as the Howards, Somersets, Berties,. 
&c. in Eng!and.—Blind, undiltinguishing reproaches againtt the 
ariftocratical part of mankind, adivifion which nature has made, 
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and we cannot abolish, are neithe er picus n nor benevolent. The 
are as pernicious é as they are ile ‘ney serve only to foment 
prejudice, pepe, envy antec and malevolence. “They 
serve no ends but pelts of sophiitry, fraud ond the spirit of par- 
ty. It would not be true, but it would not be more ‘egregiously 
false, to say that the people have waged cverlaiting war againtt 
the rights of men. 

* "The love oi liberty,” you say, * hes interwoven in the soul of 
man.”? §o itis, according to Lak aiaine, in that of a wolf; 
and I doubt whether it be much more rational, gene: OUS OF SGC es 
in one than in the other, until in man it is enlighten>« "expeti- 
ence, refleGion, education and civil anc aliieite 1 mdinntions 
which are at firft produced, and conftantly "supported by a tew-—— 
that is, by the nobility. The wolf, in the fable, who preferred 
running in the forett, lean and hungry, to the sleek, plump and 
round fides of the d dog, because he found the | laller was cometimes 
reftrained, had more love of liberty than moft men. ‘Lbe num- 
bers of men, in all ages, have preterred ease, damien an | aoe 
cheer to liberty , when they have been in competition. We mutt 


not then depend alone upon the love of Hiberiv in the soul of 


man, for its preservations Some political inflitutions mutt be 
prepared to affilt this love againff its enemies. Without these, 
the ftruggle wiil ever end only in a change of impoftors. When 
the people, who have no property, ice! the power in their cwn 
hands to determine all quettions by a majority, they ever attack 
those who have property, til the injured men of property lose 
all patience, and recur to finesse, trick and firatagem, to outwit 
those who have toc much flrengih, because they have ico many 
hands, to be refifted any other way. Let us be importiel then, 
and speak the whole truth. Tull we do, we shall never discover 
all the true principles that are necessarv. ‘Phe mulitade there- 
fore, as well as the nobles, mutt have a check. ‘his is one 
principle. 

“ Were the people of Enpland free, after they oblige d 
king John to concede to them their ancient rignis ?” a he peo- 
ple never did this.—There was no peo, ple w he pretended to apy 
thing. It wasthe nobiles alone. T he peop de preter ded to no- 


‘ 
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thing but to be villains, vassais and retainers to the king, or the 
nobles. ‘The noble s, Lagree, were not iree, because a! was de- 
termined by a majority of their votes, or by arms, not hy law. 
Their feuds Geposed their He enrys, Edwards, and Kichards,” 
to gratify lordly ambition, patrician rivalry, and ‘fan nily pride.” 
But, 3 if they had not been denosed, those kings would have be- 
come despo: 6, because the pec yple would not aol: could not join 
the neble eg, in any regular aad canitity tional oppofition to thera 
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he 9 They would have become despots, I repeat it, and that by means 


ent @ of the villains, vassals and retamers afor said. {tis not family 
hey @ pride, my triend, but family p popul: wity, that does the great mis- 


pare i chief, as well as the great good. Pr ide in the heart of man is an 
isly | evil fruit, and concomitaut of ever v a ; of riches, of 
inatt i wore ledge, of genius, of talents, of bea ity , of firength, of viriue, 
* and even cf piety . Itis sometimes ridici slous, and often perni- 
lof | cious: but itis even sometimes, and in some degree, useful. 
of; But the pride of famihes would be always and only ridiculous, if 
Gal, it had not family popularity to work wih. ‘The attachment and 
evi- ~~ devotion of the people to some families inspires them with pride. 
iS, As iong as evatit ade or intereft, ambition or avaice, love, ‘hop Ne, 
v—- § or fearshal! be human motives of action, so leng will numbers 
ret | — attach themsetves toqutinds iamilies. When ihe people wilk 
and =) ~—s inspite of aii thatcan be said or done, cry a man or family up to 
mes | the skies , exaggerate all his talents and virtues, not hear a werd 
ums | ofhis weakness oriauts, follow implicitly his advice, deteft eve- 
pot sry man he hates, adore every man he loves, and knock down all, 
nuff | who will not swim own the ttream with them, where is your 
loft } remedy ? Whena man or family are thus popular, how can you 
be § = preventthem irom or proud? You and I know of inftances, 
cee, fon which —— has becn a wind,a tide a whirlwind. The 
hen 9 — hiiiory ot afi ages and nations is full of such examples. 
wh oO Popularity, that has great fortune to dazzle ; splendid larges- 
ack 7 ses toexche warm grautude ; sublime, beautitul, and uncom- 
lose) log mon genius, or talcnts, to produce deep admiration; or any 
wit oi hing to support high mipes 5 and {trong fears, will be proud ; and 
any its; power will be employed to mortily enemies gratify friends, 
zn, ff procure votes, emol uments, and power. Such family popularity 
ver ever did and ever will govern, In cverv nation, m every climate, 
ree hot and cold, wet and dry—among civilized and savage pco; ple; : 
one cnrilt “ and mahe metans ; Jews sand heathens. Declam: ution 
azaintk family pride | is apre ty juvenile exercise ; but unworthy 
eed oi iatesmen. ‘Lhey know evil and d: anger is too scrious 
co. 6G to be sperted with. ‘Phe only wav, God knows is to put these 
any families into an hole by themscives, a ape et two watchss upon 
no- | them ; a superior io them all, on cne + des and the people on 
the the other, 
de- There are a few popular men in the + Reece ts, my friend, 
ONY whoo have, i nian less honcv, fincerity, end virtue, than they 
is,” mt tohave. ‘These, if they are not guarded i apaitt, may do 
de.” anownes -eadich They may exiie a narty y spirit, and a mobbifh 
be- spirit, delfend o: the spirit ef iiberiy, and pr j,auce another Wat 
on ‘Lyler’s rebeilion. “hey can do no more. But ] realiy think 
er, their parly language Ougat aot ta be Counte snaaced ; nor them 
a, i ee o_o : ah ta —_ 
ns aot «4 eee 
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Shibboleths pronounced. The miserable ftuff they utter about 
the weill-born is as despicable as themselves. ‘The eugeneis of 
the Greeks, the biennes of the French, cewellgebornen ot the Ger- 
mans and Dutch, the de/oeved Jamiles of the Creeks, are but a 
few samples of national expreiiions of the same thing, for which 
every nation on earth has a fimilarexpreflion. One would think 
that our scribblers were allihe sons ot wedemptioners or transpore 
ted convicts. ‘hey think with Tarquin. “Jn novo popula, ubs 
omnis repentina aigue ex virtuie nobilitas sit futurum locum fort: 
ac strenuo viro.” 

Let us be impartial: There is not more of family pride on 
one fide, than of vulgar m: ignity and popular envy on the other. 
Popularity i inone family, raises envy in others. But the popu- 
larity of the leaft deserving will triumph overenvy and malignity ; 
while that, whichis acquired by real merit, will very often be 
overborne and oppressed by it. 

Let us do juftice to the people, and to the nobles—for nobles 
there are, as I have before proved, in Betton as well as in :ad- 
rid. But to do juttice to both, you mult elftablish an arbitrator 
between them : ‘This is another principle. 

It is time that you and I should have some sweet communion 
together. J do not believe, that we who have preserved, for 
more than thirty years, an uninterrupted friendship, and have so 
long thought and atted harmoniously together, in the worlt of 
times, are now so far asunder in sentiment as some people pre- 
tend ; in full confidence of which, I have used this freedom, be- 
ing ever your warm friend. 
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JOHN ADAMS. 
His Honour Samuri Avams, Esq. 
Lieut. Governor of Massachusetts. 





LETTER IV. 
Boston, November 20, 1790. 

Dear Srp, 

LATELY received your letter of the 18th of O&ober.— 

The sentiments and observations contained init demand my 
attention. 

A republic, you tell me isa government in which the ‘ people 
have an essential share in the sovereignty.” Is not the whole 
sovereignty, my friend, essential in the people ? Is not govern- 

ment defigned for the welfare and happiness of all the people ? 
and is it not the uncontrolable, essential right of the people to 
amend and alter or annul their conttitution, and frame anew one, 
whenever they shail think * will better promote their own wel- 
fare and happiness to do it? That the sovereignty refides im the 
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of people, is a political doctrine which I have never heard.an Ame- 
ce rican politician seriously deny. The conititutions of the Ameri- 
a | can States reserve to the people the exercise of the rights of sove- 
ch '  reignty, by the annual or biennial election of their governors, 
1k ' senators and representatives toimpeach the greate{t officers of 
ry the ftate before the senators, who are also chosen by themselves. 
bé We the people, is the {tyle of the federal con{titution : they adopt- 
te ed it; and conformably to it, they delegate the exercise of the 
_ powers of government to particular persons, who, after short in- 
= tervals, relign their powers to the people, and they will re-elect 

Ke them, or appoint others, as they think fit. 
“ | The American legislatures are nicely balanced. They confift 
3 _ of two braches, each having a check uponthe determinations of 
iS _  theother. They fitin different chambers, and probably often 
reason differently in their respeétive chambers, on the same ques- 
ies | tion :—if they disagree in their decifions, by a conference, their 
I~ _ reasons and arguments are mutually communicated to each other. 
. Candid explanations tend to bring them to agreement ; and then 
according to the Massachusetts conftitution, the matter is laid be- 
as | fore the firlt magittrate for his revifion. He ftates objections, if 
al _ he has any, with his reasons, and returns them to the legislators, 
a _ who by larger majorities, ultimately decide.—Here is a mix- 
f ture of three powers, founded in the nature of man ; calculated 
. | to call forth the rational faculties, m the great points of legisla- 
. | tion into exertion ; to cultivate mutual friendship and good hu- 


mour ; and, finally, to enable them to decide, not by the impulse 
of paffion or party prejudice, but by the calm voice of reason, 
which isthe voice of God. In this mixture you may see your 
“natural and actual arittocracy among mankind” operating 
among the several powers in legislation, and producing the mott 
happy effects. But the son of an excellent man may never inher- 
it the great qualities of his father ; this isa common observation 
and there are many inftances of its truth. Should we not there- 
' fore, conclude, that hereditary nobility is a solecism in govern- 
ment? Their lordships’ sons, or grandsons, may be deftitute of 
the fainteft feelings of honor or honetty, and yet retain an essen- 
tial share in the government, by right of inheritance from his an- 
ceftors, who may have been the minions of miniltters, the favorites 
of miftresses, or men of real and diitinguished merit- The same 
may be said of hereditary kings: Theirsuccessors may also be- 
| _ come so degenerated and corruptas to have neither inclination 
) nor capacity to know the extent and limits of their own powers, 
nor, consequently, those of others. Such kind of political beings 
nobles, or kings, posseflmg hereditary right to essentéal shares 
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Iman equipoised government, are very unfit persons to hold the 
scales. Having nojutt conception of the principles of the gov- 
ernment, nor ot the part w hich they and their copariners bear in 
the admin iflration, they runa wild career, de (troy the checks and 
balances, by interi ering i ia cach others departments, till the nation 
is involved in confufion, anc veduced to the danger, at leatt, of 
bloodshed, to remove a'tyranny which may ensuc. Much safer 
is it, and much more does it ttnd to promote the welfare and hap- 
piness of soc:ety, to fill up the oflices of government aiier the mode 
prescribed in ihe “+ spagtinny Cenititucions, by frequent elections 
otithe people. They ma age be deceived in their choice : 
they sometimes are. But the evil is not incurable ; the remedy 
is always near ; they will feci tneir miitakes and corre ét them. 

i am very willing toagree with you in tlinkog, that improve- 
menis in knowledge and benevolence receive much affiitance 
from the principles and s Sy ftems ec good x rovernment. But 1s tt 
not as true, that without knowledge and cen revoience, men would 
neither have been capable nor disposed to search for the princi- 
ples or form the syitem! Should we not, my friend, beara grate- 
ful reraembrance of our pious and benevolent anceftors, who 
early laid plans ox education! by Witich means, wisdom, know- 
ledge and virtue have bent generally diffused among the body of 
the | peopie, and they have been enabled to form and eftablish a 
civil conftitution, calculated for the preservation of their rights 
and liberties. This conftitution was evide ntiy founded in the 
expectation of the further progress and extraordmary degrees of 
Virtue: It enjoins the encourag<ment of ail seminaries of litera- 
ture, which are the nurseries of virtue depending upon these for 
the support of government, rather than titles, sp:endor or force. 
Mr. Hume may call this a “ chimerical project ;” I am far 
from thinking the pe eople can be deceived, by urging upon thens 
2 dependance on the more general prevalence of knowledge and 
virtue. Itis one of the moti csscutia! means of further, and {till 
further improvements ‘n society ; and of corre&t ng and amending 
moral sentiments and habits, and politica! inilitutions: till, ‘ by 
human means,” direGed by d-vine influence, men shall be pre- 
pared for that “ happy and holy fiste,” when “the Meffiah is to 
Ye igi Rs: 

“ Itisa fixed principle that a1} ales government is and muft 

e, republican.” You have my hearty concurrence ; and I be- 
lies 2 we are well euough < Eqaainte ds A A each other’s ideas to 
underf{tarnd what we res spective! ly-mean, 1, Wnen we “use the word 
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With appt obaiion.” Lhe body of ses people inthis country are 
Noi seignorant, ac these im Locland were m the Iaterregnum 


"Sethe 


Sige 








in 


SE: 


‘Se 


at 


' * 7 
aha mes Se eT oe 
oy aa eat “alee. Raum RPS -~ G< 


eee 


- " 
Beme Swen ee 


a 


; 
4 
% 
| 
} 
i 
4 
‘] 
4 








the 
GCV- 

in 
ancl 
ion 

ot 
fer 
ap~ 


de 


ns 


° 
» 


dy 


Cw 
ce 

It 
td 


J i= 


he 


ww 


— Nl 





i 
- a 
b 
" 
O$ 
! 


Sea 


4k. 


athe iE, 


ee 


aes. Beas e+ 


Se Ne ie 


iene 


Fae 





jOUN ADAMS. f 145 j 


Parlidments ‘They are better educated—they will not eafily be 
prevailcd upon to believe that “a rep ublican 3 is as unamiable ag 
aW vite 2 a biasphemer, areLel,oratyrant.” ‘They are — 
with <heir own iorms oi government, in which are admitted ¢ 
mixture of powers to check the human paflicns, and conti ol 
them irom rushing into exorbitances. £o wellassurcd are they, 
that Uy sr Liberties are Bett secured by their own ircgucnt and 
free ciection of Lit persens io be the essential sharers m the ad- 
miniltrati on oi their government, and that this iorm of govern 
mentis truly republican ; thatthe bedy of the people will not 
b- persuaded nor rarape! lied to “ renounce, detett and execrate” 
ne very word repudlican, “as the Er gh th co.” ‘Lheir educa- 
tion bas “ confirmed them in the opinion of the neceflity of pre- 
serving and ilrengthening the cy kes cgainit the ccean, its tides 
and itor ms 5 " and i think they have made more durable dykes 
than the English have done. 

Weagrec in the uility of universal education, but ““w ill nations 
ASTCE in it as fully andextentively as we do £” Why should they 
not? It alee noi be fair to conclude, that because they have not 
yet been disroscd to agree In it, they never will. Itis alowed that 
the present age is mor ¢ enlightened thaniormercnes. Freedom 
O11 inquiry is certainly more encouraged; the feelings oi human- 
1ty have 60 ynitcned the heart ; the true principics of civil and reli- 
Gio’ as Liberty are better underfiood ; tyranny, in ali its ‘shapes, 
Is more ¢ detetted ; ; and bigotry, if not itil blind, muft be morti- 
fied to see that she Is des vised. Such an age may afford at jeaft 
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a fiattering expecta ition tha t nations, as well as individuals, will 
v iew the uiiity of wazversal education in so ftrong a light, as to 
induce sulfic ient paiional patronage and su pport. Future ages 
will prova: bly be more cniightened than this. 

"The love i uberty Is.interwoven in the soul of man— So 
it is mthat or a wolf.” . However irrational, ungenerous and 

nseciai the 5 el of liberty imay be in a rude savage, he is capae 

ff of b cing cilightened by experience, reflection, education, and. 
civiland political inflituticons. Put, ihe nature of the wolf is, 
and ever wili be, confined to running in the foreft to satisfy his 
hunger and ils brutal appe tites ; the dogis inclined, in a very 
casy way, to seek his living; and fattens his fides from what 
comes from his matter’s kitchen. ‘Lhecomparison of La ion- 
taine, 1s, in my Opinion, ungenerous, unnatural and unjatl. 

Among the numbers of men, my friend, are to be jound not. 


only. those, who nave * prete rred ease, reget Ty: and gcod cheer 


to liberty ; but others, who have eagerly sought after thrones 
und s¢ ine: nereditary shares in sovere! ienty, riches and sple ie 
dor, ties, ftirs, garters, crosses, eagles, ancl many ether chid- 


at 
















































A " = ?-4heh “ 
Ee Be - “3 
ae .: a ae 
Sa, <~ - - 
fe NE a —— 


— 
<—™ 


- a 3 


- Pt = Se 





1 148] POLITICAL PRINCIPLES OF 


ish play-things, at the expense of real nobility, without one 
thought or care for the liberty and happiness of the rett of man- 
kind. 

“« The people who have no property, feel the power of gov- 
erning by a majority, and ever attack those who have property.” 
*“ The injured men of property recur to finesse, trick and itrata- 
gem to outwit them.” ‘True: these may proceed from 
a luit of domination in some of both parties. Be this as it may, 
it has been known that such deceittul tricks have been practised 
by some of the rich upon their unsuspecting fellow-citizens, to 
turn the determination of queftions so as to answer their own 
selfish purposes. To plunder,or filch the rights of men, are 
crimes equally immoral and nefarious, though committed in dif- 
ferent manners. Neither of them is confined to the rich or the 
poor ; they are'too common among both. ‘The Lords, as well 
as the Commons, of Great-Britain, by continued large majori- 
ties, endeavored by finesse, tricks and {tratagems, as well ae 
threats, to prevail on the American colonies to surrender their 
liberty and property to their disposal :—These failing, they ate 
tempted to plunder our rights by force of arms. We feared 
their arts more than their arms. Did the members of that he. 
reditary House of Lords, whoconftituted those repeated majoris 
ties, then posses the spirit of nobility Not so, I think. ‘hat 
spirit refided in the z//ustrious minorities in both Houses. 

But, “ by nobles,” who have prevented “one hideous despe- 
tism, as horrid as that of Turkey, from falling to the lot of every 
nation of Europe,” you mean, “not peculiarly an hereditary 
nobility, or any particular modification, but the natural and a@ual 
ariftocracy among mankind ;” the exittence of which Iam not 
disposed to deny. Where is this arittocracy found? Among 
men of all ranks and conditions. The cottager may beget a 
wise son ; the nob?e a fool. Theone is capable of great ime 
provement—the other not. Education is within the power of 
men, and societies of men: wise and judicious modes of edu- 
cation, patronized and supported by communities, will draw 
together the sons of the rich and the poor, among whom it makes 
ng diftindion ; it will cultivate the natural genius, elevate the 
soul, excite laudable emulation to excel in knowledge, piety and 
benevolence ; and finally, it will reward its patrons and bene- 
factors by shedding its benign influence on the public mind. 
Education inures men to thinking and refleétion, to reasoning 
and demonftration. It discovers to them the moral and relie 
gious duties they owe to God, their country, and to all mankind. 
Even savages might, by means of education, be inftructed to 


frame the heft civil and political inftitutions, with ag nauch skill 
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and ingenuity as they now shape their arrows. Education leads 
youth to “ the ftudy of human nature, society and universal his- 


| tory,” from whence they may “ draw all the principles” of polit. 


ical architecture which ought to be regarded. All men are 
 interefted in the truth :” education by shewing them “ the end 
of all its consequences,”’ would induce at leaft the greateft num- 
bers to enlitt onits tides ‘Lhe man of good underitanding, who 
has been well educated, and improves these advantages, 
as far as his circumittances will allow, in promoting the happi- 
ness of mankind, in my opinion, and I am inclined to think ia 
yours, is indeed ‘* well born.” 

It may be “ peurile and unworthy of ftatesmen” to declaim. 
againtt family pride ; but there is, and always has been, such a 
ridiculous kind of vanity among men. “ Statesmen know the 
evil and danger is too serious to be sported with.” I am con-. 
tent they should be put into one hole, as you propose; but J. 
have some tears that your watchmen on each fide will not well 
agree. Whena man canrecolledt the virtues of his anceftors, 
he certainly has abundantly more solid satistaétion, than another. 
who boaitts that he sprang from those who were rich or noble, but. 
never discovers the leaft degree of virtue ortrue worth of any. 
kind. ‘¢ Family popularity,” if I miftake not, has its source in. 
family pride. It 1s by all means, sought after, that homage may, 
be paid to the name of the title or eftate, to supply the want, in 
the possessor, of any great or good quality whatsoever. There. 
are individuals among men, who ftudy the art of making theme. 
selves popular, for the purpose of getting into places of honor 
and emoluments, and, by these means, of gratifying hereafter,. 
the noble paflion, ‘family pride.” Others are so inchanted. 
with the mufic of the sound, that they conceive it to be supreme 
felicity.—This is, indeed, vanity of vanities! and, if such de- 
luded men ever come to their senses, they will find it to be vexa- 
tion of spirit. Whgn they reflect on their own folly and injus- 
tice, in having swallowed the breath of applause, with avidity 
and great de!ight, for merit which they are conscious they never 
had ; and that many, who have been the loudett in sounding their. 
praises, had nothing in view but their own private and selfish in- 
terefts, it will excite in them the feelings of shame, remorse 
and self contempt. The truly virtuous man, and real patriot, is 
satisfied with the approbation of the wise and discerning: he 
rejoices in the contemplation of the purity of his own inten~ 

tions, and waits, in humble hope, for the plaudit of his final 
Judge. 

I shall not venture again to trespass on the benevolence of our 
confidential friend. You will not be sorrv: It will afford vow 
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relief ; for, in common civility, vou muft be at the trouble of 
+ 
t 


reading one’s epiitls. ot. pe > there willbe atime wien we way 
‘have “ sweet communion together.”” In the iter, loc ine not 
lose the benefit of your valu: babts letters. Adieu. 
Relieve me your fincere irtend, 
SA AM IVUEL ADA MS. 


The Vicr-PRESIDENT of the United States, 





Now, reader, with whom of those two iluftricus correspons 
dents do you, inycurheartagree. ‘I his is Not 2 cucttion ol icic 
curiotity, but of practical unportance. Lor itis the reai queti.on 
between the two politica parties of the United Siaies, reduced 


to its frit prince ‘ipies 5. Ifere is the ftarting point 1 difference. 
Lhe syftems of the /edvralists and ive; uvicans are built on chese 


two respective foundations, The dillinguishi: § measures 
adopted and advocated by the /’ederalparty, under Nir, ADA: m5's 
2ndminitration, are a pra Gical CX] C fition of h’s wri ten pripcipics, 
Evenwhen Hamilon, Picke ing, 8 &. quarrelied wih him, on th: 
subjectofthe French negociation, so ag io omit hina in theic 
toaits, they t = his principles. the disguise at jengih is 
Wearing out ; and the partics scem to be commg more directly 
to the truc point. One main o ject of the present turbulent op- 
pofi:ion evidently 1s to exagercrate the evils of elegtions to sucha 
Cegree as to disguft a m: ajorsty ofthe American people with an 
eleétive chief m: wiftracy, and ther ‘eby prepare therm jor the rem- 
edy recommended by > Mr. Apams, of prolongmg the duracen 
of the office, by an amendment of ae Cor: fhturion, io the turm of 
life at leatt, if not an heredits ry perpetacy, © nihis roar ques 
tion every citizen tite now to make up his Gelocrace udgnieut 
and act accordingly, | 








THE PRE SIDENT". MESSAGE 
TO BOTH HOUSES OF CONC sKESS. 
To tur Senate anp House or Repr RESENTATI‘ OF THE 


Unirep STares. 
\ 7HEN we assemble together, fellow-citizens, to confider 
the ttate of our beloved country, our Julbo atouttons are 
firft drawn to those pleafing circumflances wii ch mark the goods 
ness oi that being from whose favor they flow, and the isrge 
measure of thankiulness we owe tor his bounty. Another year 
has come around, and finds us {tl blessed with peace and iricnds 
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shiz abroad, law, order and religion at home, good affeétion and 
harmony with our tadian neighbors, our burthens lightened ; 
nis, and the produce 
of the vear great beyond exampiec. “Diese, felhow-citizens, are 
the circumitunces under which we meet; and we remark with 
special satisfadtion those which, under the smiles of providence, 
resuli from the sku, induftry and order of our citizens, mana- 
giag their own aifairs in their own way, and for their own wm 
unenaarracsed by teo mauch rege: ition, unoppressed by fiscal ex 
actions, _ 
On che reftoration of peace in L.urope, that portion of the car- 


ry ing trade, which had tailen to our share during the war, was: 


a! rhige d LV the return ing COmMmN etition oi ihe belli ise erent powers. 


- 


This was to be expe dedar ndwasjult. But, inz addition, we find, 
in some parts o: Lurope, monopolizi 1 discriminations, which, 


in the form of duties, tend efleduahy to prolubit the carryiag 
thither our own preduce i] Cur own vesselse From exilling 


am ites and aspirit Gi jultice, itis heped thatfitendly discuflion 


will produce a tar and adequate reciprac ye . a ut should false 
calculations of intereft defeat our hope, ne $ with the —— 
tire to decile whether they will mect mequa.ties abroad wid 


countervauing lacguainies at home, or sslettln ior the eviiin it 
Qticr way. 


ah 1S biog eatisiacion 4 ia v r before rou an act of the Eritish 


if ar WNL az art teh his Subj X ct, § 56 jar as tO ¢ nuib orise a mui 
tuct avoliion of the daties and counceivaning duties, permitted 


ader the treaty of 1794. i stews on their parta spirit of juse 
tice and i tenis 2 accommocaticn, which itis cur duty and our 
incercit to culavate with all natiens. Wi hethner this would pro- 
Gace a due cqualiiy in che navigation between the two countries, 
is a subject tor your confide raion. 

Another circumttance which ck: Lims 4 attention, as directly at- 
fecting the very source of our navigation, is the defect or the ev a- 
fion or the law providing for the return of scamen, and partic= 
ularly Ob those belonging to vessels sold abroad. Numbers of 
them discharged in foreign ports, have been chrown on the hands 
of our consuls nk ), to rescue them from fee dange rs into which 
their diilresses might ae Be them, and save them to their coun- 
tre, have found it necessary im some cases, toreturn them at the 
public ‘bk AVE. 

The » cession of the Spanish province of Lo aifana to France, 
which took place In the course of the late war, wu, if carrie d 
into cect, make a change in the asuectot r forcig n relations, 

hich will deubiless hav c ins Weignt 14 nian echberaviens of the 
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Jegisiature connected with that subye cd. 


~ 


































wy 


~ a 


la ee 


sr& 








— 


“a Ze é : : 
= 
~ ll R 
ee ee ee 


f 150 3 PRESIDENT’s MESSAGE. 


There was reason, not long fince, to apprehend that the war- 
fare in which we were engaged with Tripoli, might be taken up 
by some other of the Barbary powers. A reintorcement, there- 
fore, was immediately ordered to the vessels already there. 
Subsequent information however has removed these apprehen- 
fions for the present. To secure our commerce in that sea, with 
the smallett torce competent, we have supposed it bett to watch 
ftrictly the harbour of Tripoli. Still, however, the shallowness 
ef their coatt, and the want ot smaller vessels on our part, has 
permitted some cruisers to escape unobserved : and to one of 
these an American vessel unfortunately fell a prey. The cap- 
tain, one American seaman, and two others ot colour, remain 
prisoners with them ; unless exchanged under an agreement tor- 
merly made with the Bashaw, to whom, on the faith of that, some 
of his captive subjects had been rettored. 

The Convention with the State of Georgia has been ratified 
by their Jegislature, and a repurchase from the Creeks has been 
consequently made, of a part of the Tallessee county. In this 

urchase has been also comprehended a part of the lands within 
the fork of Oconee and Oakmulgee rivers. The particulars of 
the contraét will be laid before Congress so soon as they shall be 
in a ftate for communication. 

In order to remove every ground of difference poffible with 
our Jndian neighbours, I have proceeded in the work of settling 
with them, and marking the boundaries between us. That with 
the Choétaw nation is fixed in one part, and will be through the 
whole within a short time. The country to which their title had 
been extinguished before the revolution is sufficient to receive a 
very respectable population, which Congress will probably see 
the expediency of encouraging, so soon as the limits shall be de- 
Clared. We are to view this polition as an Outpoit of the Uni- 
ted States, surrounded by ftrongneighbors, and diftant from its 
gupport. And how farthat monopoly, which prevents popula- 
tion, should here be guarded againft, and actual habitation made 
a condition of the continuance of title, will be for your confide- 
ration. A prompt settlement too of all exilting rights and 
claims within this territory, presents itself asa preliminary ope- 
Fatione 

In that part of the Indiana territory which includes Vincen- 
nes, the lines settled with the neighbouring tribes fix the extin¢t- 
ion of their title at a breadth of twenty-four leagues from Eatt to 
Welt, and about the same length parrallel with and inciuding the 
Wabash. They have also ceded atraé of four miles square, in- 
cluding the Salt-Springs near the mouth of that river. 
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In the -department of finance it is with pleasure I inform you 
that the receipts of external duties, tor the lait twelve months, 
have exceeded those of any former year, and that the ratio of 
increase has-been also greater than usual. This has enabled us 
to answer all the regular exigencies oi government, to pay from 
the Treasury, within one year, upwards of eight millions of 
dollars—principal and interett, of the public devt, exclulive of. 
upwards of one million paid by the sale of bank itock, and mak- 
ing in the whole a reduction of nearly five millions and a halt of 
rincipal, and to have now in the treasury four millions and an: 
half of dollars, which are in a course of application to the fur- 
ther discharge of debt, and current demands. Experience too, 
so far, authorises us to belicve, if no extraordinary event sue 
ervenes, and the expences which will be actually incurred shall 
not be greater than were contemplated by Congress at their laf 
seffion, that we shall not be disappointed in the expectations then. 
formed. But nevertheless, as the effe@ of peace on the amount 
of duties is not yet fully ascertained, it is the more necessary to 
practice every useful economy, and to incur no expence, which 
may be avoided without prejudice. 

The colleétion of the internal taxes having been compleated: 
in some of the ftates, the officers employedin it are of course 
out of commiffion- In others they will be so shortly. Butina 
few, where the arrangements for the direét tax had been rctarde 
ed, it will {till be some time before the syftem is closed. It has 
not yet been thought necessary to employ the agent authorised. 
by an act of the lait seffion, fortransaating bufiness in Europe 
relative to debts and loans. Nor have we used the power, conw 
fided by the same act, of prolonging the foreign debt by reloans, 


and of redeeming inftead thereof, an equal sum of the Domellic. 


Debt. Should however the difficulties of remittance on so large 


a scale, render it necessary at any time, the power shall be exee- 


cuted, and the money thus unemployed abroad shall, in confore 
mity with that law, be faithfully applied here in an equivalent 


extinction of Domettic Debt. When effects so salutary result: 


from the plans you have already sanétiond, when merely by 
avoiding false objets of expense, we are able, without a dire& 
tax, without internal taxes, and. without borrowing, to make large 


and effectual payments towards the discharge of our public debt,. 


and the emancipation of our pofterity from that mortal canker, 
it is an encouragement, fellow-citizens, of the: higheft order, te 


proceed as we have begun in sub(tituting economy for taxation,. 


and in pursuing what is useful for a nation placed as we are, rathe 


er than what Is practised by others under different circumftane 


ceae And-whensoever we are deftined to meet events which 
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shall cail forth all the ener; gies of our countrymen, we have the 
firmeit reliance on those ie a aud the cornfort of kavirg 
for calis like these, the extracrdimary resources of loans and ine 
ternal taxes. In the mean ume, bj A ayments of the Pp rmcpal of 
our debt, we are liberating, annualiy, y portions 0 the exicrnal 
taxes, anc tcrming trom th ma er owing iund, itil further to icss 
sen the neceflity of recurring to extr AOVGMATY TeSOUrCcs. | 

The usual account ot rex eipts and expe nditures for the iaft 
earl with an eftiimate of the exocnccs oft he aor one, will be 
aid beiore vou by the Sec ret ary oi ihe Treasury 

No change being deemed necessary im our military eftablish- 

ment, an eltimate oj its expences for the ensuing year, on ils pre- 
wee looting, as aiso oi the suns tobe yi, ge ia fortincari — 
and other objedts within that department, h has been prepared by 
the Secretary at War, and will make apart of the gencral cfti- 

mates which wil be presented you. 

Confidcring (hat our recular troops are employ ed icr local 
purposes, and ihatthe miitiiais our general reiiance fer gicat 
and sudden emergencies, you will doubtless think this mfliuwcon 
worthy of a review, and give itthose improvements of which 
yeu find it susce ptible. 

Kitimates for the navai department, prepared by the Secretary, 
of the Navy for another year, will in like manner be communica- 
ted with the general eftimates. smail iorece in the Mediter." 
ranean will {till be cna to reftrain the T Ni line “cruisers : 
and the unceiain tenure of peace with some other of the Barbary 
powers, may eveniuaiy require that force to be augment ed. 
“khe nece ity of procuring some smatler vessels for tha t a ry 
will raise the cltimate: but the difference in their maintenan 
willsoon make’ it ameasure of economy 

. Presuming it-wiil be Ceemed oxpedient to expend annually,” 
a-convenicnt ‘sum towards pi oviding for the naval defence which 
our fituat on may requ ire, I cannot but récommend that the firtt 

appropriati 
wready possess. Nocarcs, no atwenticns, can presen Priviecrey 
from rapid decay, which lie in water, and exposed tot the sin. — 
These decays require great and conflant repa'rs, and will é cons 
sume, if continued, a great portion of the monies deftined to 
naval purposes. 
proposed to‘edd to our nevy yard here,a cock within which or 
present vcsseis may be laidup dry, end urder cover from ie 
sun. Under tivese circumstanc ese ‘perience proves that works 
of. woed will remain scarcely at all effe@ed by time. The great 
wourcance of running waier v hich this icaritth possesses, at 
neights car above the leveiet the cde, ifemploved as is pradiced 
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To avoid this waste of our resources, it A 
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fer tock mavigation, furnishes the means for raifing and laying 
up ourvessels, on a dry and sheltered bed. And should the 
racasure be found useful here, fimilar depofiiories for laying up, 
as well as fer building and repairing vessels, may her cafter be 
undertaken at other Navy yards, offering the same means. 


)°Vhe plans and eftimates of the work, prepared by a person of 
4 skill and experience, will be presented to you, without delay, and 


trom these it will be seen that scarcely more than has been the 


© -coit of one vessel is necessary to save the whole, and that the 
* .anaualsum to be employed towards its completion may be 
‘aaapled to the views of the legislature as to naval expendi- 


To cultivate peace and maintain commerce and nav} gation in 
all their lawful enterpr ises ; to fofter our fifherics as nurseries of 


mavigation, and for the nurture of man, and protect ihe manufac- 


tures adapted to our circumflances ; to preserve the faith of the 


mation by an exaét discharge of its debts and contraés, expend 


the public money with the same care and econumy we would 
practise with our own, and impose on our citizens no unnecessae 
ry burihens ; to keep inall things within the pale of our coniii- 


tuitional powers, and cherish the federal union, as the only rock 


ef safety ; these fellow citizens,are the landmarks by which we 
are to.guide ourselves in all our proceedings. by continuing to 
make these our rule of action, we shall encear to our country- 
men the true principles of their conftitution, and premote an un- 
ton of sentiment and of action, equally auspicious to their hap- 
piness and safety. Onmy part you may count on a cordial 
concurrence im every measure for the public good ; and on all 


the infermation I[ possess which may enable you to discharge to 


advantage the high fundtions with which you are invetted by your 


country. 
rH: JEFFERSON, 
Washington, December 15, 1802. 


a 
For che CONNECTICUT REPUBLICAN MAGAZINE. 


HAT mankind are born irce, seems to be an uncontrovert- 
abie truth, which every one ‘who possesses the leati reflec. 
tion will mott a arttly embrace. This rth muit be peculiarly 





‘dear to Americans, when they recolect, thatior the eniovment 


ef this their birth right, and “ JTeaven’s bett glit to man,” their 
forefathers quitted their native soil, repzired to this then 
inhospitable wilderness, underwent all the hardship aad fatigue 
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naturally resulting from the wild uncultivated desert, the frigi& 
ity of the climate, and che ierocity of the Savages, in hopes that 
at such a remove irom their imperious Lord, they might with 
some degree of jreedom exercise those natural and unalienable 
rights, civil ana re! gious, which were the guitof the un versal 
Creator, without being sudjected to that servile fear and diaboli- 
cai persecution, which all these who have the spark of freedom 
sprouting in their breaits muit endure, who are confned under 
the more centrai influence cf despotic sway. 

But how will the love of liberty and hatred of tyranny be 
sayelled in every Ainerican brealt, whea a retrospectis taken of 
succeeding and more modern events. 

Scarce had our hardy and illufirious Sires overcome the hard- 
ships of the new world, andthe precicus sceas ot bterty they 
had sown were beginniug to sprout, when their haughty and 
ainbitious lords were Viewing with a dotards cye, the cautious 
and tardy ftrides they Were making towards liberty and the rights 


\ 
~ 


of man, and the royal and Lordly manuate was issued, return ye 
rebels, ye runaways, return, to what’ to your rightful Lords, 
your natural bondage! Such language could proceed only froena 
the mowths of ‘I'yranis; and it was heard with the imdignation 
natural to be expecied from those, who were beginning to tudy 
and underitand the principles of liberty, and had tatted its 
sweets. 

With what manly fortitude did many of you, my countrymen 
and Fathers, mect the servile band, who were sent to bring you 
back to your former mafters, and fix you in a. ftate cf Slavery, 
even worse than that from which your Fathers fed. Withwhat 
forcible and manly ftrains of cloquence was it asserted “ That 
all men are born iree, and that no zxdividra/l ought to be bound te 
obey any laws, to which he has not by himseli, or his represen- 
tative, given his consent.” That to take away the property of 
people by taxation, who have no voice in making the laws, is the 
molt flagrant injuitice, and no better than highway robbery. 

Such were che principles that inspired the breatt, and such the 
conduct that itrengthened the nerves of the glorious atchievers 
of the American revolution. Citizens of Connedicut, ia 
this revolution you bore a very important and conspicuous part. 
It was againtt the unhallowed claims of tyrants, and in the cause 
of liberty, and for the support of those important principles, that 
you spilt your blood and expended your treasure. 

Have you now lolt tight of the prize for which you have se 
nobly fought and bled ; and will you suffer your beloved Repub- 
lic to degenerate into a tyranny worse than an “ Oriental Des- 
potism ‘” Wiilyou submit to that tyranny in your own {ftate, 
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againft which every faculty of vour mindsand every power of 
your bodies were se. In motion, when endeavored to be palmed 
upon you by a iorcign Despot ? Did your really fightior a come 
plete emancipation from Si averuim Whatever garb it mi igre appean 
or whatever name It may assume, or did vou only contend tor 2 
change of British to Connect: cut Slavery ¢ 2 WwW iil you by your anti. 
repubiucan and tyranical laws ycontrau.ctihe plaineth pt rinciples of 
reason, anc fault the co: sahieth-4 the great creaor? Heason saves 
ail men are born _/rve, and the ail cia creator has sent them into 
the worid naked aiu deittuce : but the laws of Coane dicut say, 
2 man mutt have a freehoid etk-te worta 6 Voilars and 66 Cent 

event, or be 134 Dollars on the comm ni hit, m order to be made 
free | Strange coatradiction and abszridity ! For :f 134 Doilars, 

or a ceria’ porton of laad worth o Uoilars and 65 Cents a year, 

are necessary in Oruer to mike men tree, tnen it will unavo'dae 
bly foilow that ail are born slaves, forall can with the greatett 
mothers 


66 sy 


truth exclaim with poor Jab “naked came I irom. my 
wom.” But cana reasonndzie mind be reconciled to the 1dea 
? free -and intelligent 


a 


of men’s being born S/aves ? Wil notihe free an 
minds of Americans immediately reniv,ai this is the sad condi- 

toa ot man, it raigat b be empnaticaily sad “ %t would have been 

better not tohave beenbora.’? Lut if we contider freedom as: 
Recessary to the happiness of man (is I think every intelligent: 
mind muit) and itil confider a certain portion of this worlds. 
treasure as necessary in ord <rioentiile himto the privileges of 
freemen, then the all wise Governor of the universe has called. 

them into exidence and set them on eager pursuit of happiness, 

Without furn shmg them with prerequilites. necessary In order to- 
attain it-. Witlsou charge oe ch cruelty and folly on the merci- 
ful and wise creator ? Is not he the beft judge of the qualifica- 

tions necessary to intitle men to, ihe important franchise of free- 

men? and ii the quaiifications en numerated in the Laws of Con- 

necticut are absolutely necessary in order to make freemen, why 

did he not send them inio the woric with a purse of ¢ gold by their 

fide or a deed in their hands? and not leave such-on important 

part of his work tobe finished by the select m en and civilauthor-e - 
ity of towns, some of whom he mult have known Gt he posses- 

ses the prescience we ascr: be to the Deity) would be entirely un-- 
qualified for the bufiness. 

C:tizens of Connecticut, it ishightime your a Was se-- 
riousiy engaged on these im portant points.. Some may say per- 
haps, that such a happy me liocrity prevails among ia jithabi- 
p84 of Conneé Aticut, ani that the means of procunng prpperty 
is s ) exicctualy within the power of every bonett and 1 doliviows 
@iizen, that but very few cam want the neceesary qualiications 
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and those muft be the idle and dissolute. However plauiible 
this may appear at frit it yet on a listle reflection it will ap- 
pear “ light as a puif of air :” yet let it be remembered, thet 1t is 
. not for a idle and vicious that we are pleading, bur for the 
*honett poor mduitrious man, the fruit of whose indufiry is takem 
from him to pay the saler senof shee menwhom lie hadue veice 
in appointing ; and who is obliged to equip himself at his own. 
expence, and spend ‘our days | in the year, together with other 
expences, in preparing to defend those laws to which he never 
has g.ven his consent, and to protect chose a ivileves ae is not 
permitted to enjoy. And let it be remembered itkewise, that 
riches are not exclufively the portion of the virtuous, but that 
the vileft of mortals often rioe in forcunes lay py ans 1 that virtue is. 
more generally confined to the lower ranks of life; anidlet it be 
rememDered ilkewise, that the legisiature have ies same rolt te 
make a thousand pounds the quaiilication for lreemen, aS 154 


Dollars, « ind so K a fingle act of legislation throw the whole: 


? 


= sovereigniy into the hands of the rich and luxurious, and reduce 
Ae the virtuous and induitrious poor, to total dependence and ab- 
ject slavery. , 
These are not fine spun ¢ and useless specul: tions, cr viflonary 
| theories, but serious and important truths, that ‘aomuidi = COm= 
ee | cern every individual in the State, let his rank in meena : CON. 
| dition in life, be what it may, for as none are beneath ned attene 
tion of the laws, none should confider the Jaws bencath their at- f 


tention. They regard not only your own happiness, but the happt- 
ness ofpoiterity ; nor does the invettigation re = the acuteness 
and sagacity of a Locke or a Newton, but they are within the 
compass of every man of commonsense. ‘To waits a man to 
judge on these important principles of freedom, he has no necd 
to. turn the twenty Camel’s load of the Roman civil law, nor te 
ftudy the numerous codes of Juttinian or the Popisn Legends, 
nor the more modern and fashionable intricacies and labyrinths 
of British authorities, or to spend twenty years of daily and 
perplexing ftudy and lucubration ; but ‘by a short appeal to 
that divine spark of intelligence which he received when the 
A'’mighty breathed into him the breath of life, the matter is 
ealily decided. If any auxiliaries are needed let him read the 
spirited and manly de = er tne ot the — of ’76 and he 
will soon fiad the same spirit to giow in his bosom in 1803. 
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ON THE RISE, PROGRESS AND FALL 
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N those dark ages, when tracsions tell 


Of magic arts, how heroes foucit 


Iiow Gods descended to protect 
And to. the many (; recian, valor & PAVE § 


a 


t and felf, 


i he brave, 


iwas then fair genius fir(t unyeil’d her charms; 


While briliiart science lull’d im Cre eclan arms, 
Ad Jor’d and idoliz’d, thenraptur’d mind 


Caught her 


No churlish tyran 


ler wish an 


€Apan. nets 


¥ 
Athy hn ’s 


poli th’: a: 


nd refiin’d ; 
s to obftruct her reign, 


meh- . 
s plory to oF IY 3 


Under her reign th’immortal #ivmer rose, 


From whose brigt he page arac 


ent liftre lows, 


Unrivai’d (ill, by every modern bard, 
His genius e’en by en 
And to impress at once the Grecian soul, 
See Demctthenes, in him you sce the whole, 
In whom all human greamess ever shown, 
With aqqunes to melt the heart or ftone : 


Alike the mariial field its heroes knew 
V alient, Victork ous, to their count 


Vy Is reve 


id ; 


9 
ry true, 


Eager to risk their fives in freedom’s cane 
Boldly oad soxth, to asseré her sxcred laws, 
ompt, the tvrani’s bieodkt sw ay, 


Held in cont 


To whose capmices 
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[ 158 J POETRY. 


And bow’d submiffion at bright freedom’s threne, 

Yielding the immorial name to Greece alone. : 
And now bright Athens shone i in all her power, 

Europe’s firit biossom and of carih the flower ; 

Wildty intoxicated with her fame, 

Forgot her freedom to resound her name ; 

YVut while enraptured with her virtues bright, 

The poor neglected Ez gle took his flight, 

And ieit his once admir’d Ath: nian ba sid, 

To seek a welcome in some dit cant land : 

But months and years, pass’d on the roll of tinae, 

E’er the deserted found a liberal clime-- 

When in far diftant clhmes his fame was known, 

blivion retted on his native throne : 

And now in Greece inteltine tumu!ts rise, 

Vice bears the sway, and humbie virtue dies ; 

Rude anarchy, rides on the rufiled main, 

And next insues the dire despotic chain— 


_ Whose binding force no human ftrength could break, 


Wor coald the Grecian more to virtue wake : 
Forc’d at the tyrani’s nod, in low despair, 
Reluétantly despotic arms to bear, 

And now no more for liberty to firive, 

but in slavery and disipation live : 

Then was the power of Demotthenes in vain, 
Not eloquence could calm the ruffed man ; 
At length fair genius fied, all virtue died, 

And long had treecom quit the Athenian tide, 
Hence dark oblivion bars the Grecian door, : 
Resounding freedom, henor, wealth no mores 
Succeeding years were hur,’d in deadly aight, 
Nor once fair liberty unveii‘d her fight. 

All supine nations slept the vears away, 
Sinking like Greece, behind the orb of day 

But soon a new dorn world, arose to view, 

‘I he soil as fertile as the climate new. 

Fair Rome, whose infant charms had power t’invite 
The wearied Eagle from his toilsome flight, 

Here long he re: gn’d, sole monarch of a Rome, 
And here bright genius found a welcome home ; ; 
Boid patriots rose, beaming that radient fire, 
Which fam’d the hero and the Grecian Sire, 

The tiars of glory beam’d their smiling rays, 
And sparkling, toid of future blissful days, 

When Rome tho’ free, would rule a subje& werld 
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POETRY. { 19 } 


And terorrs fromthe Roman arm be hurl’d ; 
Soan was their pow’r o’er barb’rous nations s} rzad, 
Nor was the Roman soul to virtue dead : 
From pole to pole, their valiant arms were known, 
Whiic honor sat triumphant on their throne. 
Then rose their Casar ‘Sy whose heroic might 
Exploring far, dispens’d the shades of night, 
From Adria’s banks, to the Norwegian clits, 
Where frozen natures hedious smmit lifts. 
Britania too, nor Gallia’s powerful force, 
Aided from far could check their vig’rous course, 
| Their fame transcendant lives in every age, 
Graces superior the immortal page. 
But soon the Demon of contention rose, 
Vilely creating fierce internal foes, 
Ban:sh'd by them was freedom in despair, 
And virtue soon his fate was forc’d to share : 
Hence waves the sceptre ina tyrants hand, 
While cringing suppliants wait aufiere command, 
And dire oppretflions spreading wings expand, 
Forcing submiffion through an abject land ; 
Tyrants, succeeding Tyrants, fili’d that throne, 
Where nought but fierce barbai ity was known ; 
Thousands experienc’d the inhuman {troke, 
4 And millions sunk beneath their iron yoke : 
At length grown high, Rome felt her timely fate, 

And sunk like Greece, beneath oppreflions weight, 
No more to rise, while suns and {tars appear, 
She whispers terror in the liftening ear, 

. Bidding be cautious of the treacherous snare, 
| And of the aspiring tyrant {till beware ; 
Rapine, and war, mark’d the succeeding age, 
And nought but vengeance {tains the hiftoric pages 
All Europe rose and fought internal force, 
For happiness, they knew no other source ; 
But may enlighten’d worlds rejeé the road, 
Where their illiterate barb’rous fathers trod. 
An age ensued, when drooping science found, 
A hero, guardian, nor for vice renownd ; 
Who {till from weak obscurity arose, 
And bore the indignant scoffs of Princely foes ; 
Immortaliz’d alone by him, that age 
Surpasses all events in every flage, 
Columbian shade, and haft thou paid thy dae, 
By epcning to the world a goiden view, 
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POETRY. 


Or muft thou-cersured Rill remain, till trme, 
Shuts the dark night.o’erevery ageiand clime. 
What gratitude muftevery patriot feel, 
Viewing Columbus:forhis country’s weal 
Mounting the unknown, wild, tempettuous main, 
His country’s honor, with a world to gain ; 

To this far welicrn chime, fair genius came, 

And here has plac’d herradient temple fame, 
Bright frecdom tauntiess wing'd the ocean o’er, 
énd here alighted to return no more. 

Long may he reiyn o'er vile conflicting power, 
And {till remain, the frit Cohimbien fic-wer, 
And may no tyrants long a fign’d for Heil, 

Our un:en, freecem, haypiness repell, 

Put may immort::i Washingtons be found, 
To make our cline respected and renown’d, 
And when the sun of time, has pass’d his ray, 
Play the boid ‘Eagle, close that laient day. 





. LO Orr : — 





TO A YOUNG LADY. 
W HY droops my friend, thy tender heart? 
Why languishes thine eve? 
Let frigndship’s voice relief impart, 
And check the swelling figh. 


Soon shall the favour’d youth return, 
For love now chides his flay, 

To,bid his Turo.sease to mourn, 
And kiss the tear away. 


So oft if fighs thy bosom move, 

The idol of thy swain, 
Think how they figh, who, though they love. 
Yet are not loy’d again. 
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